
1121-065-GSM  
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Record Series #:  1121-065 

Name:  Tony Cope World War II Liberty Ships research collection 

Dates:  1943-2009, no date [reproductions content 1924-1997, no date] 

Extent/Size: 4 document cases, 1 slide box, 1 cassette tape box (2.23 cubic feet) 

Language: English 
 

Name of Creator(s): 

Tony Cope 

  
Biographical Note: 

Tony Cope was a longtime resident and supporter of the Savannah, Georgia community. 

Cope began his services to the community as a teacher in the local high school system. 

To supplement his teaching career he took a job at the local radio station, WTOC-FM, in 

1960 as an announcer. During his teaching career, Cope was a baseball coach and school 

administrator, before becoming director of the Oatland Island Educational Center. There, 

he worked with animals and children for eighteen years. Cope also served on several 

boards in the community, including three terms as President of the Savannah Symphony. 

In the 1990s, Cope began to research and write several books about Savannah and his life 

including:  

 

On the Swing Shift: Building Liberty Ships in Savannah, Naval Institute 

Press: Annapolis, Maryland, 2009. 

 

The House on Gaston: A Savannah Childhood, The Abercorn Press: 

Savannah, Georgia, 2013. 

 

Stealing Stones, The Abercorn Press: Savannah, Georgia, 2015. 

 

It’s Not That Lincoln: The Curious History of Savannah Street Names, 

The Abercorn Press: Savannah, Georgia, 2016. 

 

When Cope retired from the Oatland Island Educational Center he moved to County 

Cork, Ireland. While in Ireland, Cope has co-written, and starred in three plays including 

a biographical play about Savannah singer Johnny Mercer called Moon River: A 

Reflection. Cope currently lives in Ireland with his wife. 
 

Scope & Content:  

The Tony Cope World War II Liberty Ships research collection focuses on the collected 

research files created by Cope for his book, On the Swing Shift (Naval Institute Press: 

Annapolis, Maryland, 2009.) The research focuses on the Southeastern Shipbuilding 

Corporation that was based in Savannah in the 1940’s, dedicated to building Liberty ships 

for the World War II effort. The collection includes over 500 photographs, both original 

and reproductions, negatives, slides, ship research files, and cassette tapes taken and 

collected by Cope for his book. The Publication Image Files are folders of photographs 

broken down by subject compiled specifically for Cope’s book. The slides are 

reproductions of most of these publication images. The Ship Research Files are folders of 

various notes, news clippings, correspondence, and photographs (originals and 
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reproductions) about specific Liberty ships. The audiocassette tapes contain a reproduced 

recording of a radio program broadcast from WFIL Philadelphia radio station of the 

launching of the Liberty ship S. S. William L. McLean in 1944. The 51 microcassette 

tapes are interviews conducted by Cope with shipyard workers, engineers, sailors, and 

other men and women who had first-hand accounts regarding the Liberty ships. 

 

Items of note in this collection include handwritten personal letters from individuals Cope 

corresponded with and interviews that provide a unique look into the way of life at the 

shipyards and on Liberty ships. 
 

System of Arrangement & Ordering:  

The Tony Cope World War II Liberty Ships research collection is arranged into research 

categories created by Tony Cope. The Publication Image Files are arranged 

alphabetically by subject and the Ship Research Files are arranged numerically by the 

ship’s hull number. The slides and cassette tapes are separated out by format. The slides 

and full size audiocassettes retain Cope’s original order, while the microcassette tapes are 

arranged alphabetically by the interviewee’s last name. 

 
Conditions Governing Access: 

Physical access to the collection is available with a scheduled research appointment. 

Researchers should contact the Municipal Archives 24 to 48 hours before their 

anticipated visit date. The audiocassette and microcassette tapes are available for 

playback with the Municipal Archives’ equipment. Researchers must bring their own 

headphones. The tapes are digitized and can be listened to only in the Archives. Access to 

the original cassette tapes exhibiting severe preservation issues will be made available at 

the discretion of Municipal Archives staff.   
 

Conditions Governing Reproduction and Use:  

Please read carefully the statement on copyright below.  Permission to reproduce does 

not constitute permission to publish.  Researchers who plan publication are asked to 

discuss this with the archivist first for written permission.  While most of the Municipal 

Archives collections are public records and in the public domain, not all are, and the 

Municipal Archives may not be the owner of copyright for all its archival materials.  

Researchers are responsible for obtaining any necessary permission to publish from the 

holder of copyright.  In the event that the Municipal Archives becomes a source for 

publication, a copy of the publication is requested for the Municipal Archives. 

 

NOTICE: WARNING CONCERNING COPYRIGHT RESTRICTIONS 
The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of photocopies 

or other reproductions of copyrighted material.   

Under certain conditions specified in the law, libraries and archives are authorized to furnish a photocopy 

or other reproduction.  One of these specified conditions is that the photocopy or reproduction is not to be “used for 

any purpose other than private study, scholarship, or research.”  If a user makes a request for, or later uses, a 

photocopy or reproduction for purposes in excess of “fair use,” that user may be liable for copyright infringement.   

This institution reserves the right to refuse to accept a copying order if, in its judgment, fulfillment of the 

order would involve a violation of copyright law. 
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Existence & Location of Originals:  
Coastal Heritage Society 

303 Martin Luther King Jr Blvd. 

Savannah, GA 31401 

http://www.chsgeorgia.org/  

 

Georgia Historical Society  

501 Whitaker Street 

Savannah, GA 31401  

http://georgiahistory.com/  

 

Housing Authority of Savannah 

1407 Wheaton Street 

Savannah, GA 31404 

http://www.savannahpha.com/  

 

Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace 

10 E Oglethorpe Ave. 

Savannah, GA 31401 

http://www.juliettegordonlowbirthplace.org/  

 

Live Oak Public Libraries, Bull Street Branch  

2002 Bull Street Savannah, GA 31401 

http://www.liveoakpl.org/branch/bull-street/  

 

The Mariner’s Museum and Park 

100 Museum Dr. 

Newport News, VA 23606 

http://www.marinersmuseum.org/  

 

National Archives in New York 

One Bowling Green, 3rd Floor 

New York, NY 10004 

https://www.archives.gov/nyc  

 

National Archives in Washington D. C. 

700 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW. 

Washington, DC 20408 

https://www.archives.gov/  

 

Peabody Essex Museum 

161 Essex St. 

Salem, MA 01970 

http://www.pem.org/  

 

http://www.chsgeorgia.org/
http://georgiahistory.com/
http://www.savannahpha.com/
http://www.juliettegordonlowbirthplace.org/
http://www.liveoakpl.org/branch/bull-street/
http://www.marinersmuseum.org/
https://www.archives.gov/nyc
https://www.archives.gov/
http://www.pem.org/
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Temple University Libraries: The Urban Archives 

Ground Floor of the Paley Library 

1210 Polett Walk 

Philadelphia, PA 19122 

https://library.temple.edu/scrc/urban-archives  

 

The World Ship Society: Chatham Archive 

Chatham Historic Dockyard 

Church Ln, Chatham ME4 4TE, UK 

Kent, England 

http://www.worldshipsociety.org/  

 
Related Collections:   
Record Series 1121-050, Historical Research Projects: World War II in Savannah 

Research Collection.  City of Savannah, Municipal Archives, Savannah, Georgia.  

Finding aid/inventory available online at: 

http://www.savannahga.gov/DocumentCenter/View/542.  

 

Record Series 3121-007, Engineering Department – Retrospective Maps Collection: 

General Maps.  City of Savannah, Municipal Archives, Savannah, 

Georgia.  Finding aid/inventory available online at: 

http://www.savannahga.gov/DocumentCenter/View/507.  

 
For more information on World War II and Liberty Ships in Savannah see: 

“World War II on the Savannah Waterfront; Wartime Production and Service in 

Savannah.”   Prepared by the City of Savannah, Research Library & Municipal Archives, 

August 29, 2008. Available online at: 

http://www.savannahga.gov/DocumentCenter/View/1793. 

 

“Chatham County Military Service in World War II.”  Prepared by the City of Savannah, 

Research Library & Municipal Archives, February 2009, revised March 3, 2009.  

Available online at: http://www.savannahga.gov/DocumentCenter/View/1792. 

 

Hatfield, Edward. “World War II in Georgia,” New Georgia Encyclopedia, December 1, 

2006. Available online at: https://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/history-

archaeology/world-war-ii-georgia. 
 

Access Points:  

Cope, Tony 

Liberty ships. 

Liberty ships--Georgia--Savannah--History. 

Merchant marine. 

Merchant marine--United States--History. 

Military operations, Naval -- American. 

Ships--Launching 

https://library.temple.edu/scrc/urban-archives
http://www.worldshipsociety.org/
http://www.savannahga.gov/DocumentCenter/View/542
http://www.savannahga.gov/DocumentCenter/View/507
http://www.savannahga.gov/DocumentCenter/View/1793
http://www.savannahga.gov/DocumentCenter/View/1792
https://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/history-archaeology/world-war-ii-georgia
https://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/history-archaeology/world-war-ii-georgia
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=su%3ALiberty+ships.&qt=hot_subject
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=su%3ALiberty+ships+Georgia+Savannah+History.&qt=hot_subject
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=su%3AMerchant+marine.&qt=hot_subject
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=su%3AMerchant+marine+United+States+History.&qt=hot_subject
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=su%3AMilitary+operations%2C+Naval+American.&qt=hot_subject
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Shipbuilding. 

Shipbuilding--Georgia--Savannah--History. 

Shipyards 

Southeastern Shipbuilding Corporation 

Working environment 

World War II, 1939-1945 

World War, 1939-1945--Naval operations, American. 

World War II research collections 
 

Preferred Citation:  

Record Series 1121-065, Tony Cope World War II Liberty Ships research collection. City 

of Savannah, Municipal Archives, Savannah, Georgia. 
 

Processed by:  J. Poole, M. Kerkhoff, February-July 2017, revised May 2018. 

 

  

https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=su%3AShipbuilding.&qt=hot_subject
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=su%3AShipbuilding+Georgia+Savannah+History.&qt=hot_subject
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=su%3AWorld+War%2C+1939-1945+Naval+operations%2C+American.&qt=hot_subject
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Inventory  
 

Box 1121-065-1 Publication Image Files (arranged alphabetically by subject) 
Folder titles provided by creator. 

 

Folder  Title and Date 

  Original date of photographs if known 

 

Folder 1 Construction at the Shipyard, no date [21 images, reproductions] 

1943-1945 

 

Folder 2 Launchings, no date [13 images, reproductions] 

                        1943-1944 

 

Folder 3 Launchings and other ceremonies at the Shipyard, no date (1 of 2) [18 

images, reproductions, 1 original image by Tony Cope] 

                        1943-1944 

 

Folder 4 Launchings and other ceremonies at the Shipyard, no date (2 of 2)  

  [9 images and 9 negatives, reproductions]  

1943-1944 

 

Folder 5 Liberty ship models, 1983, 1992 [2 images, 1 reproduction and 1 original 

by Tony Cope] 

1992 

 

Folder 6 Liberty’s in the Savannah River, no date [24 images, reproductions] 

                        1943, 1970 

 

Folder 7 Other Liberty’s being scraped in Savannah, no date [3 images, 

reproductions] 

  1945, 1965 

 

Folder 8 Savannah Liberty’s in peacetime, 1992 [36 images, reproductions] 

  1943-1970 

 

Folder 9 Scuttling of Addie Bagley Daniels off St. Catherines Island, no date [10 

images, reproductions]  

  1975 

 

Folder 10 Seamen on Southeastern Ships, no date [31 images, 3 negatives attached 

behind a photograph; reproductions and originals] 

  1943-1945 
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Folder  Title and Date 

  Original date of photographs if known 

 

Folder 11 Southeastern August, 1992 [10 images, all original photographs by Tony 

Cope]  

  August 1992 

 

Folder 12 Southeastern from the Air Yard Blueprint/ Liberty Ship Diagram, no date 

[4 images and 3 map prints, reproductions]   

1941, 1944-1945, 1965 

 

Folder 13 Southeastern Ships at Sea, 1992 [37 images, reproductions] 

  1943-1945 

 

Folder 14  S.S. Hoke Smith, no date [7 images, reproductions] 

1943 

 

Folder 15 S.S. James Oglethorpe, no date (1 of 2) [13 images, reproductions, and 4 

reproductions of documents]     

  1943 

 

Folder 16 S.S. James Oglethorpe, no date (2 of 2) [13 images, reproductions, and 7 

reproductions of documents] 

             1924, 1943-1944 

 

Folder 17 S.S. John Treutlen, no date [4 images, reproductions] 

  1944 

 

Folder 18  S.S. Juliette Gordon Low, no date [5 images, reproductions] 

  1944 

 

Folder 19 U-Boat sunk with help from S.S. James Jackson, 1992 [11 images, 

reproductions] 

  1943 

 

Folder 20  Work & Workers at the Yard, 1943, no date [24 images, 6 negatives, 

reproductions and originals, 2 original documents from 1943 and 1 copy 

of a letter] 

  1942-1945 

 

Folder 21 Worker’s Living Conditions, no date [9 images, reproductions]  

  1941-1949, 1952  

 

  



1121-065 GSM 

City of Savannah, Municipal Archives, Savannah, Georgia [GSG (OCLC/LYRASIS)] 

 

Record Series 1121-065, Tony Cope World War II Liberty Ships research collection 

 

 

8 

Box 1121-065-2 Ship Research Files (arranged numerically by hull number)  
USMC stands for United States Maritime Commission 

 

Folder  Name and Date  

  Yard Hull No./USMC No./Launch Date 

 

Folder 1 S. S. James Oglethorpe, 1995 (1 of 2) [includes 8 images, reproductions] 

  1/341/November 20, 1942 

 

Folder 2 S. S. James Oglethorpe, 1992-1995 (2 of 2)  

  1/341/November 20, 1942 

 

Folder 3 S. S. George Handley, 1995 [includes 4 images, reproductions and 

originals] 

  2/342/December 7, 1942 

 

Folder 4 S.S. James Jackson, 1992 [includes 9 images, reproductions and originals] 

  3/343/ December 27, 1942 

 

Folder 5 S.S. George Walton, no date [includes 3 images and 1 negative, 

reproductions] 

  4/344/January 21, 1943 

 

Folder 6 S.S. Lyman Hall, 1995 

  5/345/February 6, 1943 

 

Folder 7 S.S. John Milledge, no date [includes 1 image, reproduction] 

  6/346/February 21, 1943 

 

Folder 8 S.S. Robert Toombs, no date 

  7/347/March 19, 1943 

 

Folder 9 S.S. Robert M.T. Hunter, no date [includes 2 images, reproductions] 

  8/348/March 28, 1943 

 

Folder 10 S.S. Crawford W. Long, no date [includes 2 images, reproductions] 

  9/349/April 10, 1943 

 

Folder 11 S.S. John C. Breckenridge, no date [includes 2 images, reproductions] 

  10/350/April 22, 1943 

 

Folder 12 S.S. Button Gwinnett, no date [includes 4 images and 1 negative, 

reproductions] 

  11/351/May 2, 1943 
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Folder  Name  

  Yard Hull No./USMC No./Launch Date 

 

Folder 13 S.S. Felix Grundy, no date [includes 1 image, reproduction] 

  12/352/May 15, 1943 

 

Folder 14 S.S. Langdon Cheves, no date [includes 1 image, reproduction] 

  13/1051/May 22, 1943 

 

Folder 15 S.S. Nicholas Herkimer, 1995-1997 [includes 1 image, reproduction] 

  14/1052/June 8, 1943 

 

Folder 16 S.S. Casimir Pulaski, 1995-1996 [includes 3 images, reproductions] 

  15/1053/June 25, 1943 

 

Folder 17 S.S. Hamlin Garland, no date 

  16/1054/ July 6, 1943 

 

Folder 18 S.S. Andrew Pickens, no date [includes 3 images, reproductions] 

  17/1055/July 20, 1943 

 

Folder 19 S.S. William L. Yancey, no date [includes 1 image, reproduction] 

  18/1056/July 25, 1943 

 
Folder 20 S.S. George Whitfield, 1992 [includes 5 images, reproductions] 

  19/1057/August 6, 1943 

 

Folder 21 S.S. Joseph E. Brown, no date 

  20/1058/August 19, 1943 

 

Folder 22 S.S. Dudley M. Hughes, no date [includes 2 images, reproductions] 

  21/1059August 27, 1943 

 

Folder 23 S.S. Jerome K. Jones, no date [includes 5 images, reproductions] 

  22/1060/September 6, 1943 
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Box 1121-065-3 Ship Research Files [arranged numerically by hull number] 
 

Folder  Name  

  Yard Hull Number/United States Maritime Commission Number/Launch Date 

 

Folder 1 S. S. Hoke Smith, no date (1 of 2) [includes 3 images and 13 documents; 

reproductions] 

  23/1061/September 16, 1943 

 

Folder 2 S. S. Hoke Smith, no date (2 of 2) 

  23/1061/September 16, 1943 

 

Folder 3 S. S. William Black Yates, 1992 [includes 2 images, reproductions] 

  24/1062/September 27, 1943 

 

Folder 4 S. S. James H. Couper, no date [includes 1 image, reproduction] 

  25/1063/October 1, 1943 

 

Folder 5 S. S. Joseph Habersham, 1992 [includes 2 images, reproductions from 

Georgia Historical Society] 

  26/1064/October 9, 1943 

 

Folder 6 S. S. Joseph H. Martin, no date [includes 11 images, reproductions] 

  27/1065/October 18, 1943 

 

Folder 7 S. S. Robert Fechner, no date [includes 4 images, reproductions] 

  28/1066/October 28, 1943 

 

Folder 8 S. S. Charles C. Jones, no date 

  29/1067/November 5, 1943 

 

Folder 9 S. S. Florence Martus, no date [includes 3 images, reproductions] 

  30/1068/November 11, 1943 

 

Folder 10 S. S. Charles H. Herty, no date 

  31/1069/November 17, 1943 

 

Folder 11 S. S. John E. Ward, 1993, 1995 [includes 1 image, reproduction] 

  32/1070/November 25, 1943 

 

Folder 12 S. S. Edwin L. Godkin, no date [includes 3 images and 3 negatives, 

reproductions] 

  33/1071/November 30, 1943 
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Folder  Name  

  Yard Hull No./USMC No./Launch Date 

 

Folder 13 S. S. A. Frank Lever, no date [includes 4 images, reproductions] 

  34/1072/December 6, 1943 

 

Folder 14 S.S. Thomas Wolfe, no date [includes 5 images, reproductions] 

  35/1073/December 15, 1943 

 

Folder 15 S. S. Louis A. Godey (“Samvannah”), 1992-1993 [includes 1 image, 

reproduction] 

  36/1074/December 20, 1943 

 

Folder 16 S.S. Ben Robertson, no date [includes 4 images, reproductions] 

  37/2432/January 4, 1944 

 

Folder 17 S.S. Samuel T. Darling, no date [includes 1 image, reproduction] 

  38/2433/January 8, 1944 

 

Folder 18 S.S. Isaac S. Hopkins, no date [includes 1 image, reproduction] 

  39/2434/January 26, 1944 

 

Folder 19  S. S. Samhorn, 1992 [includes 1 image, reproduction] 

  40/2435/ February 5, 1944 

 

Folder 20 S.S. A. Mitchell Palmer, no date [includes 2 images, reproductions] 

  41/2436/February 12, 1944  

 

Folder 21 S. S. Samdart, 1992 [includes 3 images, reproductions] 

  42/2437/February 23, 1944 

 

Folder 22 S.S. John E. Sweet, no date 

43/2438/ March 3, 1944 [The exact launch date for this ship is not 

recorded and the listed date is an estimation provided by Tony Cope from 

“On the Swing Shift.”] 

 

Folder 23 S.S. Clark Howell, no date [includes 2 images, reproductions] 

  44/2439/ March 14, 1944 

 

Folder 24 S.S. Earl Layman, no date [includes 1 image, reproduction] 

  45/2440/March 17, 1944 

 

Folder 25 S.S. John A. Treutlen, 1993-1996 

  56/2441/April 10, 1944 
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Folder  Name  

  Yard Hull No./USMC No./Launch Date 

 

Folder 26 S.S. Ben A. Ruffin, no date [includes 1 image, reproduction] 

  47/2442/April 11, 1944 

 

Folder 27  S.S. William D. Hoxie, 1995 [includes 1 image, reproduction] 

  48/2443/April 14, 1944 

 

Folder 28 S. S. Samcebu, 1992 [includes 3 images, reproductions] 

  49/2444/April 23, 1944 

 

Folder 29 S.S. Harry L. Glucksman, no date [includes 1 image, reproduction]  

  50/2445/April 29, 1944 

 

Folder 30 S.S.  Juliette Low, no date [included 3 images, reproductions] 

  51/2446/May 12, 1944 

 

Folder 31 S.S. Francis S. Bartow (Themistocles), no date [includes 2 images, 

reproductions] 

  52/2447/May 22, 1944 

 
Folder 32 S.S. Jacob Sloat Fassett, 1995-1997 

  53/2863/May 31, 1944 

 

Folder 33 S.S. Richard Upjohn, no date [includes 1 image, reproduction] 

  54/2864/June 8, 1944 

 

Folder 34 S.S. William G. Lee, 1995-1997 [includes 1 postcard] 

  55/2865/June 15, 1944 

 

Folder 35  S.S. Ruben Dario, 1992 [includes 2 images; reproductions] 

  56/2866/June 22, 1944 

 

Folder 36 S.S. Benjamin Brown French, no date 

  57/2867/ June 29, 1944   

 

Folder 37 S.S. Stephen Leacock, 2009 

58/2868/July 11, 1944 

 

Folder 38  S.S. Charles A. Keffer, no date 

  59/2869/ July 15, 1944 
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Box 1121-065-4 Ship Research Files, Continued [arranged numerically by hull 

number] 
 

Folder  Name  

  Yard Hull Number/United States Maritime Commission Number/Launch Date 

 

Folder 1 S. S. Risden Tyler Bennett, no date 

  60/2870/July 22, 1944 

 

Folder 2 S. S. Alexander R. Shepherd, 1995 [includes 2 images, reproductions] 

  61/2871/August 3, 1944 

 

Folder 3  S.S. James Swan, no date [includes 1 image, reproduction] 

  62/2872/August 12, 1944 

 

Folder 4  S.S. Martha Berry, 1992 [includes 1 oversized certificate and 3 images, 

reproductions] 

  63/2873/August 19, 1944 

 

Folder 5  S.S. Frank P. Walsh, no date [includes 4 images, reproductions] 

  64/2874/August 28, 1944 

 

Folder 6  S.S. Floyd Gibbons, no date [includes 1 image, reproduction] 

  65/2875/ August 31, 1944 

 

Folder 7  S.S. Jonas Lie, 1993-1994, 1996 

  66/2876/September 7, 1944 

 

Folder 8  S.S. John P. Harris, no date [includes 5 images, reproductions; 2 from 

World Ship Society] 

67/2877/September 13, 1944 

 

Folder 9  S.S. Richard Coulter, no date [includes 1 image, reproduction] 

  68/2878/September 22, 1944 

 

Folder 10  S.S. Addie Bagley Daniels, 1996 [includes 6 images, reproductions] 

  69/2879/September 28, 1944 

 

Folder 11  S.S. William H. Edwards, no date 

  70/2880/October 5, 1944 

 

Folder 12  S.S. Joseph Murgas, no date 

  71/2881/ October 12, 1944 
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Folder  Name  

  Yard Hull No./USMC No./Launch Date 

 

Folder 13 S.S. Milton J. Foreman, no date [includes 3 images, reproductions] 

  72/2882/October 21, 1944 

 

Folder 14  S.S. Joseph S. McDonagh, no date [includes 3 images, reproductions] 

  73/2883/October 27, 1944 

 

Folder 15  S.S. Josiah Tattnall, no date 

  74/2884/November 3, 1944 

 

Folder 16  S.S. Moina Michael, no date  

75/2885/November 9, 1944 

 

Folder 17 S.S. Robert Parrot, no date [includes 2 images, reproductions] 

  76/2886/November 16, 1944 

 

Folder 18  S.S. Josiah Cohen, no date [includes 2 images, reproductions] 

  77/2887/November 23, 1944 

 

Folder 19  S.S. Rudolph Kauffman, 1995-1996 [includes 2 images, reproductions] 

  78/2888/November 29, 1944 

 

Folder 20  S.S. James H. Price, no date [includes 1 image, reproduction] 

  79/2889/December 9, 1944 

 

Folder 21  S.S. William L. McLean, 1995 [includes 2 images, reproductions] 

  80/2890/December 13, 1944 

 

Folder 22  S.S. Edward J. Berwind, no date [includes 2 images, reproductions] 

  81/2891/December 16, 1944 

 

Folder 23  S.S. William W. Seaton, no date [includes 1 image, reproduction] 

  82/2892/December 22, 1944 

 

Folder 24  S.S. Mack Bruton Bryan, no date [includes 2 images, reproductions] 

  83/2893/December 30, 1944 

 

Folder 25  S.S. William Terry Howell, no date 

  84/2894/January 6, 1945 

 

Folder 26  S.S. William Leroy Gable, no date [includes 5 images, reproductions] 

  85/2895/January 13, 1945 
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Folder  Name  

  Yard Hull No./USMC No./Launch Date 

 

Folder 27 S.S. Harry Kirby, 1995 [includes 2 images, reproductions] 

  86/2896/January 20, 1945 

 

Folder 28  S.S. Arlie Clark, 1992 [includes 1 image, reproduction] 

  87/2897/January 27, 1945 

 

Folder 29  S.S. Thomas W. Murray, no date [includes 1 image, reproduction] 

  88/2898/January 31, 1945 

 

Folder 30  U-175, no date (German Submarine) 

  September 2, 1941 
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Box 1121-065-5 Slides [housed in Slide Box 1121-000-2] 

 

The content of these slides can also be found in the Publication Image Files and the 

published photographs included in Cope’s book, “On the Swing Shift.” Divider titles 

provided by the creator.  
 

Divider 1 Shipyard 1, February 1992 (35 items) 

 

Divider 2 Shipyard 2, no date (32 items) 

 

Divider 3 Shipyard 3, no date (24 items) 
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Box 1121-065-6 Audiocassette Tapes  
 

The following audiocassette tapes are of the launch ceremony of the S. S. William L. 

McLean on December 19, 1944 in Savannah, Georgia. [For more information on S. S. 

William L. McLean see Box 1121-065-4, Folder 21; Original recordings believed to be 

from Temple University’s Urban Archives.] Titles provided by the creator. 

 
Tape Number   Title 

 

Tape 1121-065-06_01  “Shipyard Launch Ceremony, Tony Cope,” no date 

 

  Tape 1121-065-06_02 “Shipyard Launch Ceremony/ 42 mins. Approx. /Ceremony 

Segments 1st recording/Sounds Best,” no date 

 

Tape 1121-065-06_03  “1st Dub of Shipyard Launch,” no date 

 

Tape 1121-065-06_04 “Launch Ceremony of Wml. McLean, Whole 

Ceremony/Launch Ceremony,” no date 

 

Tape 1121-065-06_05 “Burning the Plates; S. S. William McLean Dec. 13, 1944, 

Phil. Evening Bulletin, WFIL; Burning of Plates Launch 

Ceremony,” no date 
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Box 1121-065-6 Microcassette Tapes 

 

Microcassette tapes of interviews conducted by Tony Cope [arranged alphabetically by 

Interviewee’s last name.]  

 
Tape Number    Name and Interview Date (Cope’s Notes) 

 

Tape 1121-065-06_06   Beasley, Dewey, 1992-04-07 

 

Tape 1121-065-06_07   Beasley, Wallace, 1992-05-11 

 

Tape 1121-065-06_08 Braithwaite, Richard (Dick), 1 of 2 1992-02-27 

(2:00 to 4:15 PM) 

Tape 1121-065-06_09 Braithwaite, Richard (Dick), 2 of 2 1992-02-27 

(2:00 to 4:15 PM) 

 

Tape 1121-065-06_10   Brannen, Robert F., 1992-05-01 

 

Tape 1121-065-06_11   Butler, Venetia, 1996-10-20 

 

Tape 1121-065-06_12   Carson, Ed, 1992-09-21 

 

Tape 1121-065-06_13   Cetti, Edward, 1992-04-15 

 

Tape 1121-065-06_14 [Side 1] Clifton, Ruby, Red Pitts, 1992-05-26  

 

Tape 1121-065-06_15 Connerat, Josephine, 1992-02-25  

 

Tape 1121-065-06_16   Creasy, N. H. (Nick), 1 of 2, 1992-02-17 

Tape 1121-065-06_17   Creasy, N. H. (Nick), 2 of 2, 1992-02-17 

 

Tape 1121-065-06_18   Donahue, Sue, 1992-04-29 

 

Tape 1121-065-06_19   Dukes, Jeff 1 of 2, 1992-03-06 

Tape 1121-065-06_20   Dukes, Jeff 2 of 2, 1992-03-06 

 

Tape 1121-065-06_21   Fennel, Bob, 1992-04-07 

 

Tape 1121-065-06_22   Frick, William G. (Bill), 1992-04-09 

 

Tape 1121-065-06_23   Gerbasi, Joe, 1992-04-30 
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Tape Number    Name and Interview Date (Cope’s Notes) 

 

Tape 1121-065-06_24 Gross, Charlie and David Williams, 1 of 2, 1992-

05-26 

Tape 1121-065-06_25 Gross, Charlie and David Williams, 2 of 2, 1992-

05-26  

 

Tape 1121-065-06_26   Hammock, Myrtice, 1992-04-09 

 

Tape 1121-065-06_27   Harwell, Captain Joe, 1992-03-18 

 

Tape 1121-065-06_28   Head, Billy Joe, 1992-04-07 

 

Tape 1121-065-06_29   Hodges, Jimmy, 1993-02-05 

 

Tape 1121-065-06_30   Lewis, August 1 of 2, 1992-04-24 

Tape 1121-065-06_31   Lewis, August 2 of 2, 1992-04-24 

 

Tape 1121-065-06_32   Matthews, John 1 of 2, 1994-10-03 

Tape 1121-065-06_33 [Side 1] Matthews, John 2 of 2, 1994-10-27 

 

Tape 1121-065-06_34   McLendon, Ben 1 of 2, no date 

Tape 1121-065-06_35   McLendon, Ben 2 of 2, no date  

 

Tape 1121-065-06_36   Miller, Harold 1 of 3; 1992-04-06 

Tape 1121-065-06_37   Miller, Harold 2 of 3; 1992-04-06 

Tape 1121-065-06_38   Miller, Harold 3 of 3; 1992-04-06 

 

Tape 1121-065-06_39   Nettles, M. C., 1992-06-08 

 

Tape 1121-065-06_14 [Side 1 & 2] Pitts, Red 1 of 2, 1992-05-26 

Tape 1121-065-06_40   Pitts, Red 2 of 2, 1992-05-26  

 

Tape 1121-065-06_41   Rahn, H. O. (Buck), 1993-02-01 

 

Tape 1121-065-06_42   Ramsey, Joe, 1992-10-14 

 

Tape 1121-065-06_43   Strane/Clauson [Sp?] no date 

 

Tape 1121-065-06_44   Simmons, Walter, 1992-08-11 

 

Tape 1121-065-06_33 [Side 2] Simpson, Jack, 1994-10-27 

 

Tape 1121-065-06_45   Strickland, Kenneth 1 of 2, 1994-11-09 

Tape 1121-065-06_46   Strickland, Kenneth 2 of 2, 1994-11-09 
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Tape Number    Name and Interview Date (Cope’s Notes) 

 

Tape 1121-065-06_47   Smith, Robert A. (Buddy), 1992-04-16 

 

Tape 1121-065-06_48   Swords, Stuart, 1994-11-09 

 

Tape 1121-065-06_49   Thomas, Captain W. C., Jr. 1 of 2, 1992-02-12 

Tape 1121-065-06_50   Thomas, Captain W. C., Jr. 2 of 2, 1992-02-12 

 

Tape 1121-065-06_51   Thompson, Carl 1 of 2, 1993-01-22 

Tape 1121-065-06_52   Thompson, Carl 2 of 2, 1993-01-22 

 

Tape 1121-065-06_53   Williams, Al 1 of 2, 1992-06-09 

Tape 1121-065-06_54   Williams, Al 2 of 2, 1992-06-09 

 

Tape 1121-065-06_55   Williams, Joseph, 1992-04-08, (Clyo, Georgia) 


